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Greetings AMWA friends and colleagues, 


June is far from gloomy with the arrival of our latest Postscripts edition. Experience our 
recent Asilomar Conference sunshine and smiles shining out from the photo collage pages. 
Bask in the celebratory glow of AMWA colleague Deborah Brown’s HPRMA Golden 

Advocate Award for Communications excellence CONGRATULATIONS! And as always, 

take delight in our engaging newsmagazine features. 

I want to extend a special note of thanks to Kathy Boltz, PhD, our Chapter delegate, for 
representing us at the AMWA National Board of Directors meetings, and sharing her report 
of the Spring 2013 session. 

A few upcoming events to keep in mind: 

June 15: Phoenix AZ meeting: “Understanding SEO for Medical Writers” 

(that’s “Search Engine Optimization” for folks like me who had to urn, er, look it 
up!) 

Contact Kathy Boltz (az-liaison-1@amwa-pacsw.org) for more details 
June 24: AMWA Annual Conference (Nov 6-9, 2013) registration brochure available 

July 10: AMWA AC Conference registration opens! 

July 20: Carlsbad, CA: Joint meeting with San Diego Regulatory Affairs Network on 

“Investigational New Drug Applications” More details coming soon. 







Also coming soon Alyssa Wu-Zhang, PhD, will be adding a Mac component to Susan 

Chang, PhD’s “de-MS-tifyinig Word” column. Welcome Alyssa! 

Please let us know how we can make your AMWA Chapter experience even more 
professionally meaningful and educational (it’s a given “fun” is part of the picture). AMWA 
National would love to hear from you as well! If you haven’t had a chance yet to complete 
National’s AMWA needs assessment survey, there’s still time (closes June 14). To 
complete the survey just go to www.surveymonkey.com/s/AMWAneeds. 

Wishing you all a bright and cheery June. 








Warmly, 



Jennifer Grodberg, PhD, RAC 

President, AMWA Pacific-Southwest Chapter 
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Report from Belhesda: AMWA Spring Board of Directors Meeting 


Kathy Boltz PhD 

The new association management system (AMS) was big news at the spring board of 
directors meeting. Yes, the listserves are ending, and their contents will be stored in an 
archive. The new website will have forums for members to communicate with each 
other. It also will be much more full-featured. Many tasks that the staff now handles will 
be done by the new AMS, freeing staff time to offer more for AMWA’s members. 

A draft version of the new website was shared at the meeting, and it looks great. The 
organization is moving to have the new website ready to handle registration for the 
annual conference, and the plan is to have the new discussion forums up well ahead of 
when registration opens in the summer. 

One privilege of attending the annual conference is networking with medical writers 
from around the country. After a day and a half of meetings, we went to the Bethesda 
Crab House and enjoyed a crab feast together. There’s nothing like bumping elbows 
with AMWA president while cracking crab open with a wooden mallet. 



Want to get involved in AMWA? Breakfast roundtable leaders are still needed for the 
annual conference that’s coming up in November in Columbus, OH. 

Are you a hiring manager? Barbara Snyder (brsnyder58@gmail.com) is seeking 
volunteers who are hiring managers to survey on what they look for when hiring 
medical writers. This is a joint project with the Drug Information Association. 
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Wins GolJ en Advocate Award 



AMWA r aci'fic Aouthwest bbbapter mem ber Y)c borab ^)rown, 55 , was 

recently honored with a "201 2 (jolden Advocate A wa rd" presented by 
tbe bl ea !th care f’K & Marketing Association (MPRMA) of 5 ou 5ern 
Calif ornia. 


The organization is an affiliate of the American Society for Healthcare Strategy and 
Marketing Development (SHSMD) of the American Hospital Association (AHA). HPRMA 
established the "Golden Advocates" to "set the standard for communications 
excellence" among Southern California healthcare professionals. Gold, Silver and 
Bronze awards were presented April 25, 2013, at an awards luncheon held at Rio 
Hondo Country Club, Downey, CA. The ceremony spotlighted winners in fifteen (15) 
different PR/marketing communications categories. 


Brown's entry as an independent Healthcare/Medical PR/Marketing Communications 
practitioner garnered Bronze in the "Multi-page brochure" category for her project 
management and copywriting expertise for the Atlas Claims Investigation Marketing 
Brochure. Brown placed in the same category behind high-profile Gold winner Kaiser 
Permanente Brand Creative Medicare Team, Getting Started Guide; and Silver 
recipient, UCLA Health, Marketing Communications, The Birthplace, Westwood. For 
more information, visit http://www.hprma.org/. 
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Kite Dancing by wallyirvia morguefile.com 



WWs Up(!) . . . al FDA anJ EMA 

FDA updates By: Sally Altman and Kelly Dolezal 

This month’s updates include one drug approval for the indications of airflow obstruction and worsening 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disorder (COPD) and another for castration-resistant prostate cancer. The FDA 
added several guidance documents to their website and issued several consumer alerts. NuVision issued a 
product sterility alert to healthcare providers and Sandoz voluntarily recalled two lots of methotrexate sodium. 

Selected FDA Announcements 


May 2013 The FDA added several new guidance documents to their website during the month of May, 
including guidances on contract manufacturing arrangements, pharmacoepidemiologic safety, 
charging for investigational drugs, and access to investigational drugs. 1 


05/21/13 As a result of reports received through the MedWatch Adverse Event Reporting Program, the FDA 
issued consumer alerts for several products, including Potiga, an antiseizure drug associated with 
blue skin pigmentation and changes in retinal pigmentation. 2 


05/18/13 Following a recent inspection of NuVision Pharmacy’s Dallas, Texas facility, the FDA issued an 
alert to healthcare providers about the sterility of all sterile drug products manufactured at the 
facility or distributed from it. During that inspection, investigators observed poor sterility practices. 3 


05/21/13 Sandoz is voluntarily recalling two lots of methotrexate sodium, USP injectable vials following the 
discovery of particulate matter during a routine test of retention samples. The company reported 
that parenteral injection with affected lots could lead to microembolisation. 4 


Selected FDA Approvals 

Drug Indication Company 

Breo Ellipta 5 Maintenance treatment for airflow obstruction and for reducing Glaxo 

exacerbations of COPD 

Xofigo 6 Alpha particle-emitting radioactive treatment of castration-resistant Bayer Pharmaceuticals 

prostate cancer 


1 http://www.fda.gov/Drugs/GuidanceComplianceRegulatorylnformation/Guidances/ucm1 21 568.htm [Link] 

2 http://www. fda.gov/ForConsumers/ConsumerUpdates/ucm353341 .htm#1 [Link] 

3 http://www. fda.gov/Safety/MedWatch/Safetylnformation/SafetyAlertsforHumanMedicalProducts/ucm352949.htm [Link] 

4 http://www. fda.gov/Safety/MedWatch/Safetylnformation/SafetyAlertsforHumanMedicalProducts/ucm353266.htm [Link] 

5 http://www. fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm351 664.htm [Link] 

6 http://www. fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm352363.htm [Link] 
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WW's Up(!) . . . al FDA anJ EMA 

EMA Updates By: Wim D’Haeze 

EUROPEAN MEDICINES AGENCY (EMA) ALERTS (22 APR 2013 THROUGH 19 MAY 2013) 

The alerts listed below cover the period from April 22, 2013 through May 19, 2013. Only key alerts 
thought to be of interest to the AMWA community were included; for additional updates and details 
refer to What’s New on the EMA website. 


GUIDELINES 

• Draft Guideline on the Use of Phthalates as Excipients in Human Medicinal Products (open for 
public consultation) 3 

• Draft Guideline on Similar Biological Medicinal Products (open for public consultation) 13 

REPORTS/PAPERS 

• None to report 


REPORTS/PAPERS 


Compound 

Indication/Use 

Applicant 

Advice [Note] 

Xeljanz c 

Moderate to severe active rheumatoid 
arthritis 

Pfizer Ltd. 

Negative opinion 

Capecitabine Adjuvent treatment of patients following 
SUN d surgery of stage III colon cancer 

Sun Pharmaceutical 
Industries Europe BV 

Positive opinion 

Nuedexta e 

Symptomatic treatment of pseudobulbar 
affect in adults 

Jenson Pharmaceutical 
Services Ltd. 

Positive opinion 

MACI f 

Repair of symptomatic full-thickness 
cartilage defects in the knee 

Genzyme Europe BV 

Positive opinion 

Erivedgea 

Adult patients with symptomatic metastatic 
basal cell carcinoma or locally advanced 
basal cell carcinoma inappropriate for 
surgery or radiotherapy 

Roche Registration Ltd. 

Positive opinion 
(conditional) 

Xtandi h 

Metastatic castration-resistant prostate 
cancer progressed on or after docetaxel 
therapy in adult men 

Astellas Pharma 
Europe BV 

Positive opinion 

Imatinib 

Accord' 

Paediatric patients with newly diagnosed 
Philadelphia chromosome positive chronic 
myeloid leukemia for whom bone marrow 
transplantation is not the first line of 
treatment 

Accord Healthcare Ltd. 

Positive opinion 

Spedrai 

Erectile dysfunction in adult men 

Vivus 

Positive opinion 


Note: “positive” or “negative” opinion indicates the Committee for Medicinal Products for Human Use (CHMP) 
adopted a positive or negative opinion in regards of granting the marketing authorization, respectively, awaiting 
a final decision of the European Commission (EC). 
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(continued on next page) 


GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


• The EMA simplifies the processing of fee reductions for orphan medicines. k 

LINKS 

EMA Website - What's New: 

http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/news_and_events/landing/whats_new.jsp&mid=WC0b01ac058004d 
5c4 [Link] 

a . http://www.ema.eu ropa.eu/ema/doc_index.jsp?curl=pages/includes/document/document_detail.jsp?webContentld=WC5 
00143140&murl=menus/document_library/documentjibrary.jsp&mid=0b01ac058009a3dc [Link] 

b . http://www.ema.eu ropa.eu/ema/doc_index.jsp?curl=pages/includes/document/document_detail.jsp?webContentld=WC5 
00142978&murl=menus/document_library/document_library.jsp&mid=0b01ac058009a3dc [Link] 

c . http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/medicines/human/medicines/002542/smops/Negative/human_smo 
p_000501 ,jsp&mid=WC0b01 ac058001 dl 27 [Link] 

d . http://www.ema.eu ropa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/medicines/human/medicines/002050/smops/Positive/human_smo 
p_000502.jsp&mid=WC0b01 ac058001 dl 27 [Link] 

e . http://www.ema.eu ropa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/medicines/human/medicines/002560/smops/Positive/human_smo 
p_000506.jsp&mid=WC0b01 ac058001 dl 27 [Link] 

f . http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/medicines/human/medicines/002522/smops/Positive/human_smop 
_000504.jsp&mid=WC0b01 ac058001 d 1 27 [Link] 

^ .http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp7curl-pages/medicines/human/medicines/002602/smops/Positi ve/human smo 

p_000508.jsp&mid=WC0b01 ac058001 dl 27 [Link] 

h . http://www.ema.eu ropa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/medicines/human/medicines/002639/smops/Positive/human_smo 
p_000503.jsp&mid=WC0b01 ac058001 dl 27 [Link] 

http://www.ema. europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/medicines/human/medicines/002681/smops/Positive/human_smop 
_000507.jsp&mid=WC0b01ac058001d 1 27 [Link] 

i. http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp7curNpages/medicines/human/medicines/002581/smops/Positive/human_smop 
_000499.jsp&mid=WC0b01ac058001d 1 27 [Link] 

k .http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/news_and_events/news/2013/05/news_detail_001785.jsp&mid=W 
COb0 1 ac058004d5c1 [Link] 
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Asilomar 2013 Conference Tkrougk Pictures 

A. All About Meeting People and Food 



Pictures by Anita Frijhoff, Noelle Demas, Jenny Grodberg and Ajay Malik. 
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Asilomar 2013 Conference Tkrougk Pictures 

B. All About Smiles 



Pictures by Anita Frijhoff, Noelle Demas, Jenny Grodberg and Ajay Malik. 
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Asilomar 2013 Conference Tkrougk Pictures 

C. The Banquet and the Dances 



Pictures by Anita Frijhoff, Noelle Demas, Jenny Grodberg and Ajay Malik. 
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D. The Tour 


Asilomar 2013 Conference Tkrougk Pictures 



Pictures by Anita Frijhoff, Noelle Demas, Jenny Grodberg and Ajay Malik. 
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AMA-zing Style ike AMA M anual of Style Column 


By Dikran Toroser, PhD, Amgen Inc. 

Guidance on the release of scientific information to the public domain 

The AMA Manual of Style contains useful discussion as well as some guidance around the release of 
scientific information to the public domain — an area often fraught with controversy. 1 

RELEASE of SCIENTIFIC INFORMATION to the PUBLIC DOMAIN. Public interest in news about 
health is considerable. Unfortunately, although the technological means to communicate science 
have improved, the accuracy and reliability in science coverage in the news media has not increased 
proportionately. In an increasingly competitive environment, news organizations sometimes exchange 
accuracy and perspective for immediacy and sensationalism. 2 Thus, journal editors must develop and 
maintain viable and ethical relationships with journalists. Scientific journal editors have several salient 
responsibilities in this area: 

• Publish accurate, timely, and accountable scientific information. 

• Inform authors and journalists about journal policies regarding release of information in manuscripts under 

consideration or accepted and journal embargoes prohibiting news media coverage of articles before 
publication. 

•Assist the news media to prepare accurate stories of the information about to be published. 

• Evaluate the quality of news coverage of information published in the journal. 


Journal editors and news journalists share a 
common obligation — to ensure that the public 
receives accurate information. Journals must 
seek an appropriate balance between their 
duties to the reader, the integrity of the scientific 
literature, and public entitlement to access 
scientific information. Journal editors are 
gatekeepers for the release of scientific 
information to the public. Editors have developed 
2 main policies to discourage premature public 
release of information. The first, based on the 
“Ingelfinger rule” (developed in 1969 by Franz 
Ingelfinger, MD, then editor of the NEJM), is an 
understanding that a manuscript will be 
considered for publication only if it has not been 
submitted elsewhere. The second policy is a 
news embargo — an agreement between 
journalists and editors that prohibits news 
coverage of a journal article until it is published. 
The International Committee of Medical Journal 
Editors (ICMJE) recommends that journals 
develop and follow policies for orderly release of 
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information to the public, including the use of 
embargoes. 

Embargo. A news embargo is an agreement 
between journals and news reporters and their 
organizations not to report information contained 
in a manuscript that has been accepted but not 
yet published until a specified date and time. In 
exchange, journalists are given early access to 
the journal (eg, a few days before publication). 
However, news reports cannot be released until 
the embargo has lifted. The journal is often 
printed and mailed in advance of the cover date, 
so the physicians can read pertinent journal 
articles before they appear in the news media 
and before patients begin asking them questions 
after reading or viewing the news coverage. 

News Releases. Many journals issue news 
releases on articles of potential interest to the 
public. For JAMA and the Archives journals, 

(continued on next page) 


science writers prepare the news releases, 
which are then reviewed by the editors. A news 
release must attract attention, but it must also 
conform to a familiar format and style. 
Unfortunately, research findings and statistics 
may sometimes be cited inaccurately or out of 
context by untrained journalists to support an 
exaggerated medical claim. To help prevent 
exaggerated or misleading claims, news 
releases must include accurate and clearly 

Common Problems to Avoid in News Releases 


stated statistics. In addition, findings must be 
placed in context and include background, 
methods, limitations, and information on study 
sponsorship and conflicts of interest of authors. 
Care should be taken to provide balance (eg, 
citing a related editorial) and avoid 
sensationalism (eg, use of terms like 
breakthrough). Examples of common problems 
to avoid in news releases are listed below: 


•Association and correlation should not be confused with causation. Unfamiliar mathematical and statistical 
terms should be avoided. 

• Statements about statistical significance should not be quoted from an article out of context. Statistical 

significance and clinical significance should be clearly distinguished from each other. For example, quoting 
a statement that there was a trend towards statistical significant association between treatment X and an 
outcome Y may give undue importance to a treatment that has no real clinical value. 

• Results should be reported in context, including limitations. 


Release of information Determined to be of 
Urgent Public Need. Contrary to what many 
authors and news reporters believe, few findings 
from scientific and medical research have such 
significant and urgently important implications 
for the public that the information should be 
released to the public before it has been peer 
reviewed. Calling such rare circumstances 
“exceptional”, the ICMJE recommends that 
public health authorities should make such 
decisions and should be responsible for 
disseminating such information to health 
professionals and the news media. 

In the extremely rare situations in which there is 
an immediate public health concern, there 
should be no delay in its release even if this 
release antedates publication in the print journal. 

Further details can be found on page 290-300 
AMA Manual of Style 10th edition. 


REFERENCES 

1. Marshall E. Embargoes: Good, bad, or 'necessary 
evil'? Science. 1998;282:861 -863,865-867 

2. Moynihan R, Bero L, Ross-Degnan D, Henry D, 
Lee K, Watkins J, Mah C, Soumerai SB. Coverage 
by the news media of the benefits and risks of 
medications. N Engl J Med. 2000;342:1645-1650 
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Je-MS-Ufying W ord 


By Susan Chang 


An electronic table of contents (TOC) can be created and updated quickly to reflect headings in 
your document. It can also contain hyperlinks to help you navigate to a section of interest. First 
ensure that your text and headings are formatted properly. In MS Word 2007/2010, you can use 
several predefined “Heading” styles or a template with customized headings. 

Create an electronic TOC using built-in formatting: 

1 . Place your cursor where you want to insert the TOC. 

2. Go to Reference tab -> Click on the Table of Contents button -> choose automatic 
table of your choice. 

To have more control over TOC contents and formatting, perform the following: 

Create a customized electronic TOC: 

1 . Type “TABLE OF CONTENTS” and hit enter. 

2. Place your cursor where you want to insert the TOC. 

3. Go to Reference tab -> Click on the Table of Contents 
button. 

4. Scroll down and select Insert Table of Contents. 

5. Suggested settings are shown. Click OK. 


Review, Edit, and Update the TOC 

Be sure to review your TOC for problems. Some common errors and fixes are shown below. 
Always start by updating the TOC (right-click -> update field -> update entire table). 

TIP: In most cases, if you find that a mistake in the TOC text, this means there’s a mistake in 
the body of the document . DO NOT edit the TOC text directly. Instead, make a change in the 
document body, and then update the TOC to check again. NOTE: It is helpful to have tracked 
changes OFF when updating the TOC. 


Index | Table of Contents 

Table of Rgures 

Print Preview 



HEADING 1 

1 

- 

HEADING 2 

3 

□ 

Heading 3 

5 


Heading 4 

7 



3 Show page numbers 
B Right align page numbers 
Tab leader: 

General 
Formats: 


Show levels: 


From template 

- 

£ 



Typo in Section 2 
heading. Fix in the 
document body. 


Section 7.1 is 
missing. Check if 
this heading is 
missing in the body 
of the document 
or if it is formatted 
incorrectly. 


Heading contains 
manual numbering. 
Delete extra 
numbers in the 
document body 




SNOPSIS ) 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
UST OF ABBREVIATIONS 
INTRODUCTION 


STUDY OBJECTIVES 
6.1 Primary 
6 2 Secondary 



( f.2.1 Exploratory^ )'^. 14 

INVESTIGATIONAL PLAN 15 


jTwas a Phase 3, multicenter, randomized, double-blind triaj X .15 
7.2 C^^Discussion of Study Design .7. 16 


Section 5.1 text is 
missing. Check if 
a blank line is 
formatted wrong 
or text is missing. 


“Exploratory” 
should be Heading 
Level 2. Reformat 
in the document 
body. 


Body text should 
not be in the TOC. 
Reformat in the 
document body. 


File Edit 
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Word woes? Email me at 
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Safely Sentinels: Pkarmacovigilance Issues anJ News 

By Ellen Klepack, PharmD 

This month’s column will feature the detection of drug interactions via the Web. 


With so many people today turning to the Web 
for health information, could Web searches by 
internet users provide early signals of 
unreported drug interactions? 

This is an interesting thought that was studied 
by scientists at Stanford University School of 
Medicine and Microsoft Research. 1 These 
researchers reviewed internet searches 
conducted in 2010 by 6 million consenting Web 
users and specifically looked at the interaction 
between paroxetine (an antidepressant 
medication) and pravastatin (a cholesterol 
lowering medication) and hyperglycemia (high 
blood glucose); an interaction that was 
reported by FDA in 2011 . The study was 
published in the March 6, 2013 online issue of 
the Journal of the American Medical and 
Informatics Association. 2 

Study Background 

Study co-author Russ Altman MD, PhD, 
Stanford professor of bioengineering, of 
genetics and of medicine, and his lab had 
previously developed data mining methods to 
determine if drug interactions could be 
detected in FDA’s adverse event reporting 
system (AERS) database. In 2011 the group 
discovered a synergistic effect between 
paroxetine and pravastatin on blood glucose as 
a result of their data mining effort of the AERS 
database. 3 This finding was confirmed through 
a retrospective review of electronic health 
records from patients at three medical centers 
and in a mouse model. 3 

The purpose of the current study was to 
determine if the interaction of pravastatin and 
paroxetine on blood glucose levels could have 


been detected from another source (i.e., Web 
searches) prior to it being discovered and reported 
in 2011 . Researchers at Microsoft developed data 
mining tools to examine the Web searches of 6 
million users who consented to make their search 
logs on Google, Bing and Yahoo! available for 
research purposes via a browser plug-in. 
Paroxetine and pravastatin, along with their brand 
names, were included in the search and search 
logs for all of 2010 were reviewed. In addition to 
the term “hyperglycemia”, a list of almost 80 other 
symptoms and conditions related to hyperglycemia 
(e.g., blurry vision, thirsty, frequent urination, dizzy) 
were included when the data was mined to capture 
alternate terminology that a Web user may query 
that could indicate hyperglycemia. 

Findings 

A total of 82 million drug, symptom and condition 
searches were performed in all of 2010 by the 6 
million Web users included in this study. Over the 
12-month period, 0.3% of all users searched for 
hyperglycemia or related terms from the list. Of the 
people who searched for both paroxetine and 
pravastatin, around 10% also searched for 
hyperglycemia or related terminology. This was a 
higher rate than for people who searched for 
hyperglycemia or related terminology and each 
drug individually (around 5% for paroxetine and 
fewer than 4% for pravastatin). To test the 
accuracy of the results found with pravastatin and 
paroxetine, the researchers tested 31 additional 
drug pairs known to interact and cause 
hyperglycemia and 31 other drug pairs not 
associated with hyperglycemia. Internet searches 
for hyperglycemia or related terms happened more 
often with the 31 drug pairs known to interact and 
cause hyperglycemia than the drug pairs that do 
not interact. Study authors estimated a false 

(continued on next page) 
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positive rate of 12% based on the 62 drug 
pairs examined (i.e., users searching for drug 
combinations that do not increase blood 
glucose when given concomitantly and also 
searched hyperglycemia or related terms). 

Future Applications 

More studies are needed to determine exactly 
what place this sort of information has in 
providing early signals of drug interactions. 

One way to improve the false positive rate of 
reviewing Web search logs according to co- 
authors Russ Altman and Nigam Shah, MBBS, 
PhD, assistant professor of medicine at 
Stanford, are to use this data in conjunction 
with other sources such as social media, 
patient support forums, medical records and 
doctors. 4 Study authors also note that Web 
search results can be messy and incomplete. 
Shah stated “Users could perform one search 
on their own symptoms, and the next on a 
symptom or drug related to someone else in 
their household, for example. In addition, a 
news story on a known or suspected drug-drug 
interaction could lead to excessive searches 
on that side effect, artificially inflating the 
results. But even if the data are messy, he 
said, enough messy data — like millions of 
search records — can reveal directions for 
researchers to pursue.” 4 

Sources 

1. White RW, Tatonetti NP, Shah NH, Altman 
RB, Horvitz E. Web-Scale 
Pharmacovigilance: Listening to Signals 
from the Crowd. 

http://research.microsoft.com/en- 
us/um/people/horvitz/Pharmocovigilance- 
signals%20from%20the%20crowd.pdf. 
Accessed May 18, 2013. 

2. White RW, Tatonetti NP, Shah NH, Altman 
RB, Horvitz E. Web Scale 
Pharmacovigilance: Listening to Signals 
from the Crowd. J Am Med Inform Assoc 
2013; 20 (3): 404-408. doi:10.1136/amiajnl- 


2012-001482. 

3. Tatonetti NP, Denny JC, Murphy SN et al. 
Detecting drug interactions from adverse- 
event reports: interaction between 
paroxetine and pravastatin increases blood 
glucose levels. Clin Pharmacol Ther 2011: 
90(1):133-142. 

4. Williams SCP. Mining consumers’ web 
searches can reveal unreported side effects 
of drugs, researchers say. March 6, 2013. 
http://med.stanford.edu/ism/2013/march/alt 
man.html. Accessed May 18, 2013. 


Job Listing Synopsis 

Director/Sr. Director, Regulatory & Scientific 
Communications. Ardea Biosciences, San Diego 
Medical Writer. Ardea Biosciences, San Diego 
Contract Medical Writer. Ardea Biosciences, San Diego 
(contact Melissa Simonsen msimonsen@ardeabio.com) 
Communications Assistant. Sanford-Burnham Medical 
Research Institute, La Jolla 
Technical Writer. UCSD, San Diego 
Senior Associate/Senior Medical Writer. Covance, San 
Diego 

Medical Writer. BrandKarma, Irvine 
Clinical Medical Writer. Wisconsin, (contact Chris Atiyah 
at c.atiyah@realstaffing.com) 

Manager of Scientific Communications. Cambridge, 

MA (contact bryan@elitesearchgroup.net) 

As a reminder, Job Listings are available for current, 
interested members and are available through the 
following ways: 

• Job openings are sent out on a -monthly basis through 
the jobs mailing list 

• Job listings will be posted periodically through our 
Linkedln SubGroup, AMWA Pacific Southwest Chapter, 
so be sure to join the group 

Please e-mail employment-coordinator@amwa-pacsw.org 
if you'd like to share any job leads with the group and it 
will be added to the job listings. 
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November 6-9, 2013 
Columbus, OH 


AMWA's 73rd Annual Conference 


http://www.amwa. org/default.asp?id=575 


And, if you want to learn medical writing, 
buy a ticket to Columbus. 


> --S J 
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My Heart 


is in 
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oma 



The Oklahoma State Flag by Susan Morgan. Glass Mosaic Tray, 2009. 

http://www.morgansartgallery.com/ 


The Oklahoma State Flag has Osage Nation buffalo-skin shield with six Native American 
symbols for stars (brown crosses), and seven eagle feathers on a sky blue field. Across the 
shield are symbols of peace, calumet representing Native Americans and the olive branch 
representing European Americans. 


***This month's backpage remembers the people of Oklahoma impacted by the deadly 
tornadoes in May*** 

Acknowledgements/Credit: 

Many thanks to Susan Morgan for permission to reproduce the picture of her artwork. 
And Susan Chang for suggesting this month's backpage art. 
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